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were Irish, even the silver from Irish mines ; the
new Parliament House had perhaps been planned;
and there was a general stir of life* The old age
of Berkeley passed amid art and music, and men
had begun to boast that in these no country had
made such progress ; and some dozen years after
Berkeley's death Arthur Young found everywhere
in stately Georgian houses scientific agriculturalists,
benefactors of their countryside, though for the
half-educated, drunken, fire-eating, impoverished
lesser men he had nothing but detestation. Gold-
smith might have found likeable qualities, a capacity
for mimicry * perhaps, among these lesser men, and
Sir Jonah Barrington made them his theme, but,
detestable or not, they were out of fashion. Miss
Edgeworth described her Castle Rackrent upon the
title-page of its first edition as "the habits of the
Irish squirearchy before iy8z/ A few years more
and the country people would have forgotten that
the Irish aristocracy was founded like all aristo-
cracies upon conquest, or rather, would have remem-
bered, and boasted in the words of a medieval
Gaelic poet, ' We are a sword people and we go
with the sword/ Unhappily the lesson first taught

1 He wrote that he had never laughed so much at Garrick's
acting as at somebody in an Irish tavern mimickiag a Quaker
sermon.
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